
 

 

 

July 28, 2014 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration, 

With the beautiful summer weather we have been having so far this year our transept courtyard area has 

been well used. Each Sunday we have coffee hour in the courtyard unless the humidity is too high. On 

Gay Pride Sunday we had a bar-b-cue after church for those who were marching in the parade as well as 

for the parishioners generally. Recently we had a wedding reception in the courtyard following the 

marriage of parishioners, Paul Greene and Les Christoffel. We also have post-concert receptions in this 

space. On all these occasions it has been lovely to see the area well used and full of people. It all helps 

heighten our visibility in the local community. With the courtyard being so well used there is even talk of 

extending it a little to accommodate more people! That is a healthy challenge.  

On Sunday, August 3 we will be keeping the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

our Feast of Title. The actual feast falls on August 6 and will be marked on that day at the noontime 

mass. But in recent years we have kept the Feast on the nearest Sunday. I do hope many of you can join 

us for the 11am Procession and Solemn Mass and for the Festival Lunch in the Courtyard afterwards. 

Then on Sunday August 17 we will keep the Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15 is the 

actual day). 

Over the summer there has been some major restoration work going on at the Rectory and in the church.  

The Rectory has been under scaffold since June while the façade is under repair. In fact the old and 

weathered brownstone façade has been entirely removed and is being replaced. At the same time 40 new 

custom made windows have been installed in the Rectory replacing the old windows all of which were in 

various stages of deterioration.  The outcome will be a quieter (the front windows are all double glazed) 

and warmer (no more draughts from ill-fitting windows) Rectory.  The main living room is also having a 

new ceiling installed and fresh wall paper. With all the dust, noise and workmen over the summer it is 

good to get as much as possible done! 



The other main restoration job which is almost complete is the cleaning and repair of the painted ceiling 

in the St Joseph’s Chapel. Lisa Rosen who restored the Stations of the Cross some years back has been 

working quietly with an assistant to accomplish this long overdue restoration project.  Thankfully we 

received two generous donations which the vestry agreed to put towards this project.  Unfortunately the 

scaffolding which was needed to do the work safely will not be removed until August 4. This is a pity 

given that we will be celebrating Transfiguration the day before and it would have been nice to view the 

restored ceiling. However as we know too well in this city scaffolders are king and have their own 

schedules.  It is my intention to bless the newly restored St Joseph’s Chapel on Foundation Sunday, 

October 5. 

I will be on vacation for three weeks (August 4-25) visiting family and friends in Melbourne, Australia.  I 

trust that many of you have had opportunity for some vacation or at least a change of pace over the 

summer.  While I am on vacation Claudia is taking both the Boys and Girls Choirs to camp.   

With my loving and prayerful good wishes, 

                                                                                                            Rector 


